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“The best experience ever!
We have enjoyed 100%  

our wedding at the 
Hurlingham. Food was 

delicious, the place beautiful 
and service excellent.”  

Amelia and Georgio

THE HURLINGHAM CLUB, RANELAGH GARDENS, SW6 3PR
020 7610 7526 | events@hurlinghamclub.org.uk | @hurlinghamvenue
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10 TOP TIPS 
TO MAKE YOUR BIG DAY  

RUN SMOOTHLY

1.  Pick your perfect venue
The Hurlingham Club is a hidden gem 
bordering the Thames in Fulham, a 
beautiful location which encompasses 42 
acres of green oasis and centred by the 
white Georgian façade of the traditional 
Clubhouse. For a striking and unrivalled 
focal point, the Palm Court has a glass 
dome cascading light into the room below. 
Additionally, the terrace room is a beautiful 
space with floor to ceiling glass windows and 
views over the grounds and River Thames. 

2. Delicious menus 
The food is one the most significant 
aspects of your day. Come along to a 
tasting session with our expert team 
of chefs so that they can create your 
perfect menu. Think about having 
canapés and late evening appetisers, 
to ensure your guests are adequately 
energised throughout the event.  
Ask guests in advance about allergies  
and dietary requirements so we can  
cater accordingly.



3. Supply me to the moon
We have a fantastic list of trusted 
suppliers we work with, covering all 
aspects of your big day, from flowers to 
entertainment. This is where you can 
make your wedding truly bespoke and 
experienced suppliers will help you to 
achieve your vision. 

4. A little help from friends
It is easy to get lost with all the elements 
of your wedding planning, so do not 
be afraid to pass some control over to 
people in your bridal party by delegating 
tasks. And do make full use of our event 
manager, too. 

5. To do before ‘I Do’
The lead up to your wedding will be busy, 
create your wish-list, manage your budget 
and secure the must-haves early on in the 
planning.  Stick to your deadlines.

6. A couple of extra winks
Make time for yourself beforehand by 
relaxing and indulging in luxury so you feel 
rested and pampered. The Hurlingham 
Club has several highly recommended 
hotels nearby, some of which have their 
own spas.

7. Arriving in style
Brides are traditionally late, however, if it 
is caused by an external problem rather 
than by design, it just causes stress. With 
this in mind, plan your route, check for 
any disruptions, and stay close to the 
venue the night before.
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8. One step at a time
It really helps if everyone in your wedding party 
understands the scheduling for the day, such as timing 
for the photos, the first dance and the cake cutting, to 
ensure everyone can be in position. 

9. Time for two
Steal a moment with your partner and enjoy some time 
to yourselves. The Hurlingham Club has many tranquil 
areas where you can escape to privacy, especially the 
beautiful hidden garden.

10. Breathe and HAVE FUN!
This is your special day, remember to enjoy every moment 
and take in your surroundings, your guests’ happiness and 
the everlasting memories this day will bring. 
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“ Steal a moment 
with your 
partner and 
enjoy some  
time to 
yourselves.”
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I N S P I RAT I O N

THINK OUTSIDE 

THE BOX

Fun and games
Look at unusual 
entertainment 
for your guests. A 
coconut shy or a Roll 
a Ball Derby from 
Clownfish Events will 
add a fun element 
and provide a great 
ice breaker if guests 
don’t yet know each 
other. A mirror booth 
can also be huge fun.

Clownfish Events

Create the most memorable day
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I N S P I RAT I O N

The entertainer
Your choice of entertainment is vast. Think 
about what is right for you and your guests, 
rather than what might be on-trend. Blank 
Canvas Entertainment has a fantastic range 
of options, including magic, caricaturists, 
children’s entertainers and strolling bands.

Extravagant cakes 
Wedding cakes have been transforming 
from a traditional fruit cake with 
fondant icing to next level masterpieces. 
Incorporating a multitude of textures 
and sugar sculptures, the traditional tiers 
are being swapped for elegant abstract 
displays. Watch out for extravagant decors 
and flavours, a contrast to the 2018/2019 
naked cake.
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I N S P I RAT I O N

Unique favours
You can choose from an 
array of personalised gifts to 
give out as favours but some 
of our favourites include 
packets of wildflower seeds 
that your guests can plant to 
remember your special day. 
Or a mini succulent in a pot 
is a quirky alternative. You 
could also buy each guest a 
lottery ticket and pop it into 
a cute envelope. 

Whether you are looking 
for a private day with your 
loved ones or an all-out 
documentary, consider what 
you want in advance and let 
your guests know. Everyone is 
a professional photographer 
with current technology, 
however, there is no harm in 
the photo and social media 
ban. There has been an 
increase in banning phones 
from the ceremony for guests 
to focus on the main event, 
and leave the photos to the 
professionals.

Social Media
#to_post_or_not_to_post

hurlinghamvenue

6852 likes
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Hello food trucks! 
Perhaps a cheese van 
from thecheesebar.com or 
Buttermilk chicken burgers 
from meatthechef.com?  
Food trucks are a great 
way to provide a gorgeous 
evening snack for your 
guests and a fun way 
to incorporate your 
favourite foods.

Sweet stations
A candy bar can look 
incredible when tied into 
your scheme. Or go retro 
and get people talking 
about treats from the 
past. You can provide 
personalised bags too, so 
they can take sweets away 
as a wedding favour.

Beauty stations 
Most people want to look 
their best at a wedding, 
but rather than everyone 
crowding around a 
mirror in the ladies, book 
the professionals for a 
wedding beauty station 
where guests can pop in 
for a quick makeup touch 
up or hair fix.

MeetThe Chef



“…it was absolutely amazing. 
Everything about it was a dream 

and was exactly what I always 
wanted” … “many of our guests  

said it was the best wedding they 
had ever been to.” Tilly

“The whole day was an absolute  
joy and stress free…” Kate

THE HURLINGHAM CLUB, RANELAGH GARDENS, SW6 3PR
020 7610 7526 | events@hurlinghamclub.org.uk | @hurlinghamvenue
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WE D D I N G  P L A N N E RS

O ffering over 10 years of event 
experience combined, The 
Hurlingham Club’s Event Managers 

are able to offer dedicated support to all of 
our couples, creating an overall outstanding 
experience all the way through the planning 
process to the delivery of your special 
day. Harriet and Marcia have exceptional 
knowledge to guide you through the process 
and they are here to make your dream 
wedding become a reality.

Harriet Harding 
Harriet’s love for weddings and events started 
at 16 when she was offered the opportunity 
to have work experience at an events logistics 
company. She quickly got the events bug, 
volunteering on events such as the Tour de 
France, Tour de Yorkshire and AEGON Ilkley 
Trophy Tournament; before going on to 
graduate with a degree in events management 
from Sheffield Hallam University. With the 
degree under her belt, Harriet dived into 
the wedding industry working in hotels 
before moving to London to join us at the 
Hurlingham Club. Harriet is an asset to the 
team, bringing five years of wedding planning 
experience and energy to the club. 

MEET THE WEDDING 
PLANNERS

Harriet Harding 
and Marcia Wood



Marcia Wood
Whilst completing a degree in events 
management from Manchester Metropolitan 
University, Marcia was busy volunteering 
in various projects around Manchester, 
including volunteering in the events team at 
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital Charity. 
Marcia then moved down to London where 
she has managed events across several 
prestigious venues such as; Royal Hospital 
Chelsea, Merchant Taylors’ Hall and the 
Garrick Club before joining the team at the 
Hurlingham Club in 2019. 

Favourite part of the day
Harriet: ‘The first moment the couple arrive 
on their special day and see the space dressed 
is so magical… what can be months and often 
years of planning all coming together into just 
one moment is a fantastic experience and one 
I am always honoured to be a part of.’

Marcia: ‘I have two… the first look when 
the couple see each other in the ceremony, 
there is a lot of emotion and love in the 
room which is contagious. I also love seeing 
the newlyweds on the dancefloor with their 
friends and family letting their hair down and 
enjoying months of their hard work’

What is your all-time favourite 
wedding tradition?
Harriet: ‘This has to be the first dance! I have 
noticed a trend for couples really going to 
town with this, with brass bands ‘crashing’ 
their dance, couple dance routines and flash 
mobs. Alternatively take the traditional route 
and make it just about you and your partner it 
really depends on your personality.’

Marcia: ‘The exchanging of rings! It is one of 
the only traditions without a questionable 

origin and it symbolises eternity, therefore it 
has to be this. Also, the ring is placed on the 
4th finger as its vein apparently runs directly 
to the heart which is cheesy but I love it.’

Are there any current trends  
you love? 
Harriet: ‘I think people feel they have to 
adhere to certain wedding traditions but 
realistically your day can be as unique as you 
are. I love to see the bride making a speech as 
traditionally this is not the case – if you want 
to do a speech, go for it, you have just as 
many stories and people to thank: why let the 
men have all the fun?’

Marcia: ‘I am a massive fan of ditching gender 
roles, who says you cannot have bridesmen 
and groomswomen? Have your favourite 
people by your side, supporting you!’

Three words to describe weddings 
at the Hurlingham Club...
Harriet: ‘Elegant, exclusive and historic.’

Marcia: ‘Three words is difficult as it is so much 
more, but… quintessential, lavish and magical.’

What advice would you give couples 
who are in the planning process? 
Harriet: ‘Get creative, write a to do list, make 
mood boards, go on Pinterest and speak to 
your venue manager if you are choosing a 
venue. They know what works in the space 
so they can advise what has worked/ not so 
much in the past trust them!’

Marcia: ‘Utilise the professionals! That is what 
they are there for and they will be happy to 
help. Get advice, discuss options and watch 
your dream wedding come to life.’
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BRIDAL 
STYLE
We ask top bridalwear designer Phillipa 
Lepley how to find the perfect dress…



Before you begin your dress search,  
try to decide what style of wedding  
you are going for and know your venue.  
Take your time and enjoy doing your 
research. There are so many wonderful 
magazines, websites, blogs and social 
media accounts out there filled with 
inspirational ideas. It’s so helpful to 
have a feel of the wedding before 
starting to look for the dress.

Work out what your budget is.  
There’s not just the dress to think 
about… there’s the shoes, the 
accessories and the lingerie too. Brides 
often ask me what they should splurge 
and save on and I always say to them 
that if the dress is perfectly fitted (and 
not wearing you) people won’t be 
looking anywhere else…!

Dessy
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STYL E

TRENDS: 
Elegance and feminine grace run 
through the latest collection from 
Phillipa Lepley. Strong designs are 
softened with hand-tied bows and 
beaded embellishment. Pale pink 
makes an appearance too, for the 
bride looking for something different. 
Long sleeves and vintage crystals are 
a key trend for 2020.

Ph
ill

ip
a 

Le
pl

ey
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STYL E

Start the process early. If you 
go down the couture route 
the possibilities are endless, 
and you need to be able to 
take your time and allow 
your dress-designers to help 
you make all the important 
decisions, resulting in your 
perfect look for the day. 

Always be open-minded and 
don’t ever dismiss something 
until you have tried it on. 
What I call ‘wild cards’ are so 
often ‘the one’. That is why 
our appointments are an hour 
and a half long, so you can try 
on lots of different frocks!

When you come with other 
people everybody has their 
own opinion, and although 
they are trying to help it 
can be confusing. I always 
advise coming to the first 
appointment on your own. If 
you’re having a couture dress 
made there will be many more 
opportunities to invite your 
bridesmaids or family along 
to fittings once the dress has 
been chosen.

You will know when you 
have found the dress, so 
don’t panic and go with your 
instincts. You will get it right. I 
always say it is a nice problem 
if you like a few totally 
different dresses - just keep 
coming back and drilling down 
until everything is apparent. Phillipa Lepley
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AND THE BRIDESMAIDS…
There’s a whole range of ideas out there that mean you 
can find a style to suit all of your bridesmaids… they 
don’t need to be matchy-matchy. Pick a uniting colour 
and choose a selection of styles – from trousers suits, 
to tea dresses to evening gowns, there will be a look to 
suit everyone’s ages and shapes. Or pick various tones 
of one colour so that you can pick a shade that works 
for all your maids’ complexions, eye and hair colours. 

Dessy
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G I F T  G U I D E

The Alternative  
Wedding Gift Guide

There’s only so many toasters and Le Creuset pans a couple 
could possibly want. Fortunately, there are plenty of other 

ideas out there for a wedding gift list…

Treehouse retreat
When all the buzz of the wedding and 
honeymoon is over, it is nice to have 
something to look forward to. Have a 
weekend away in mind in an unusual 
location, and request money towards 
it. From suspended treehouses to 
evenings on a barge in the Regent’s 
Canal, to a night in a countryside 
Victorian folly, there are plenty of 
unusual accommodation options 
out there to be explored. Canopy & 
Stars, Beds on Board, or CoolStays 
all offer excellent options for quirky 
accommodation, right on your 
doorstep in the capital and beyond.  

Work of art
If you’re looking for a piece to 
decorate your home, why not go to 
your favourite art gallery, many of 
which will take contributions towards 
a painting or sculpture for your  
home. You could also commission 
your own piece of art for that truly 
personal piece. 
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Honeymoon treats
Getting people to chip in to your honeymoon budget is 
both a practical and fun option. Rather than just asking 
for cash, these gift lists let you select an experience. There 
are plenty of websites out there where you can compile 
a holiday list and give people options to contribute to 
everything from a beach-side cocktail, to a catamaran 
trip. Flight upgrades are also a popular choice. Check out 
buymyholiday.co.uk or look to individual luxury travel 
brands like Kuoni who can help you out with registries. 

Immersive theatre experience
Go for something a little out of the ordinary and jot 
down an immersive theatre experience on your list. 
Dotted across the capital are plenty of theatre events 
with outlandish themes set to impress. How about a 
candlelit soiree back to the 1920s, or a detective-style 
Sherlock Holmes escape room? 

Sporty types
If you’re an active pair, why not opt for something different 
with a sporty experience for two. London has plenty to 
offer in terms of sports - think kayaking down the canals 
with Secret Adventures, or paddle boarding with Back 
of Beyond Adventures, which offer tranquil tours along 
London’s riversides. Adrenaline junkies might enjoy a 
speedboat trip along the Thames, an abseil down the 
Orbit slide near the o2, or for an inner-city countryside 
experience, vouchers for horse riding in Richmond 
Park would make for a fun treat. Check out sites like 
redletterdays.co.uk, where you can get fantastic vouchers 
for outdoor experiences for two. 

Give to charity
If you’re the type of couple that really does have 
everything and want to feel like you are making a 
difference to others instead, set up a page with 
JustGiving or Virgin to encourage charity wedding 
gifts. You can pick a charity of your choice that means 
something to you, with a wide range of initiatives that do 
outstanding work across all sectors. 



H O N E YM O O N

“The whole day was absolutely  
perfect. All the staff were helpful,  

the food delicious.” Kate and Richard

“We feel very lucky to have been  
able to celebrate the day within  

such a beautiful venue.” Kate

“Thank you again for this amazing 
day!! Every detail was fantastic.  
I couldn’t be more happier!” Selin

THE HURLINGHAM CLUB, RANELAGH GARDENS, SW6 3PR
020 7610 7526 | events@hurlinghamclub.org.uk | @hurlinghamvenue



S o many individual elements combine to make the 
perfect wedding but what if these components 
also contribute to a serious amount of waste? 

The average wedding of around 100 people produces 
around 400lbs of it – a truly astonishing figure when you 
consider there are over 230,000 UK weddings per year. 

With climate change agendas gaining momentum and 
more people taking action to reduce their carbon 
footprint, use less plastics and adopt more eco-friendly 
lifestyles, it is also possible to go green when it comes 
to tying the knot. From sustainable dresses and flowers, 
to eco-conscious favours and transport, here are some 
amazingly simple ways to have a stunning wedding and 
reduce your impact on the environment…
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It is possible to have 
an eco-friendly 
big day without 
tying yourselves 
in knots. Follow 
this guide and your 
nuptials will not 
only be kinder to 
the environment 
but also keep your 
conscience clear

NICE DAY  
FOR A GREEN 

WEDDING...

Indiebride   
© Laura Viktualia Photography



Wear a sustainable wedding dress
Every bride wants to look special on their 
wedding day and no matter what your style, 
there are many eco-friendly options when it 
comes to wedding dresses. If you’re after a 
vintage look, then perhaps choose a pre-loved 
outfit, which will also reduce costs. Head to 
www.preloved.co.uk or www.openforvintage.com 
for ideas. Meanwhile, there are many ethical 
designers who produce beautiful gowns 
including Sanyukta Shrestha (www.
sanyuktashrestha.com) a keen supporter of 
sustainability, fair trade, women’s equality and 
an ethical workforce, and Minna – a Finnish 
designer who is committed to helping brides 
find their eco-friendly dream dress at an 
affordable price (www.indiebridelondon.co.uk)

Choose a location that is close
By opting for a location that is close by and 
near the majority of your guests, you’ll be 
reducing carbon footprints and removing 
the need for air travel or long car journeys. 
If this isn’t possible make sure to let you 
your guests know how they can offset their 
carbon emissions by signing up to companies 
who are committed to the Voluntary Gold 
Standard or Voluntary Carbon Standard or 
the Climate Action Reserve, such as Atmosfair 
(www.atmosfair.de) and Gold Standard 
(www.goldstandard.org).

Meanwhile, organise a car pool for the big 
day, or hire a coach or bus to take all your 
guests to and from the venue without the 
need for so many cars. Encourage guests 
to use public transport or walk, if possible.

Select an eco-friendly venue
An eco-friendly venue doesn’t have to 
mean an empty field. There are many 
venues across the UK that are well-
established wedding venues, which means 
they already have everything you need 
from a marquee, to tableware, as well as 
recycling facilities, so there is no need to 
source outside businesses who have to 
travel a distance to bring items and set up. 
Choose a sustainable wedding venue that 
is also committed to reducing waste and 
which doesn’t use items such as plastic 
straws or disposable dinnerware and 
glasses. Meanwhile, it is essential to choose 
caterers who have good relationships with 
local producers and suppliers, as well as 
making sure only seasonal produce is used, 
reducing the need for plastic packaging and 
food air miles, as well as bolstering the local 
economy, too.
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Go paperless
These days, practically everything can be 
done online or digitally - and sending wedding 
invitations is no exception. With pretty designs 
and the options of creating personalised 
videos or even creating your own wedding 
website, can save you substantial costs and 
get rid of the need for tons of paper  – which 
will only end up in the recycling bin. Plus, the 
added benefit is, people will have to respond 
via email, too, which means there should be 
less delays in RSVPs.

Opt for ethical flavours
Instead of written or printed name cards, you 
could have individual biscuits and ice guests’ 
names onto them - then they can also double 
up as edible favours. Or use old jam jars to fill 
with sweet treats or homemade jam. If you’re 
still set on buying favours and don’t have 
the aptitude to make your own, offer gifts 
that give back to the environment such as 
wildflower seeds. Friendsoftheearth.uk does 
personalised packets made from recycled 
Manila paper and decorated with bees.

Borrow the decorations
Rather than spend a fortune buying 
decorations - why not borrow or hire them 
instead. If you’ve gone with an established 
wedding venue, then it is likely they will already 
have plenty that you can use.  

Ask for contributions
Rather than ask for wedding gifts that 
you really don’t need, why not ask for 
contributions towards your honeymoon for 
instance (and off-setting it of course), or if 
people insist on buying a tangible gift, then 
suggest eco-friendly and sustainable items. 

Flowers
The best way to reduce the impact on the 
environment when it comes to flowers is to 
choose wisely. Source from local suppliers 
only and only flowers that are in season. This 
reduces the carbon footprint of having to 
fly in out of season blooms. Meanwhile, use 
potted plants or herbs as table centrepieces 
as they can be taken home afterwards.
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“Instead of printed 

name cards, 

you could have 

individual biscuits 

and ice guests’ 

names on to them”
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FLORAL 
TRENDS

Jamie Grant from Gardenia of London showcases  
6 beautiful ways to feature flowers on your big day
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The bridal bouquet
Your bridal bouquet is a very special part of your day 
and an opportunity to incorporate personal touches 
like favourite flowers, a piece of heirloom lace, or 
trinkets and treasures with special meaning.
 
Cake flowers
If your budget won’t stretch to an elaborately iced 
wedding cake, you can use flowers and foliage to 
transform simple white tiers into a breath-taking 
showstopper. 

Place settings
It’s the little details that bring your wedding design 
together – and they don’t have to be expensive. Use 
fronds of greenery, sprigs of herbs or single stems to 
brighten up your place settings; and scatter simple 
vases and jam jars throughout your venue for colour, 
scent and interest.

“Use fronds of 
greenery, sprigs 
of herbs or single 
stems to brighten 
up place settings”
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Long banquet tables
Banquet tables are relaxed and sociable, and 
look beautiful with floral runners or smaller, 
low level arrangements repeated down the 
length of the space.
 
Tall table centres
Want to make a big statement? Tall, opulent 
table centres always make an impression. Ask 
your florist to use structures and containers 
that lift the bulk of the flowers above eye-
level – it’s hard to get to know your fellow 

wedding guests if you have to peer through 
greenery to see them!

Floral arches
These are a big trend still for 2020 giving 
couples the chance to tie the knot under a 
bower of blooms, ferns and grasses. They’re 
great for outdoor ceremonies, but can also 
be installed inside to create a stunning focal 
point.

Gardenia of London  
www.gardeniaoflondon.co.uk/weddings
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HONEYMOON 
OFF THE 

BEATEN TRACK
By Angela Griffin, Flight Centre



B each honeymoon not your cup of tea? 
Looking for a little more excitement? 
This was the very dilemma that I faced 

when planning my own honeymoon. While 
googling ‘honeymoon ideas’ brought up 
endless photos of identikit paradise beaches, 
which for me held limited appeal,  I wanted 
something different – some adventure, a new 
culture, and scenery to die for. So if, like me, 
you’re using your honeymoon as the perfect 
excuse for another far-flung holiday, then 
read on, as I let you in on my favourite non-
beach honeymoon destinations:
 
Road tripping across America
Hire a car, wind down the windows and feel 
the wind in your hair as you cruise the US 
highways. Yes, that’s right, self-driving is a 
fabulous way to see the sights at your own 
pace, and the USA is a great (and easy) place 

to try it. Choose from an almost infinite 
number of routes – try driving the east coast 
from Florida to Boston via New York and 
Philadelphia, travel California’s rugged Big Sur, 
or for the ultimate, once-in-a-lifetime road 
trip, drive Route 66 across the country from 
Chicago to Santa Monica. 
 
Safari in Tanzania
There are thousands of safari options across 
Africa, but for me Tanzania stands out from the 
crowd, both for its excellent game viewing and 
also for its close proximity to the picture-perfect 
beaches of Zanzibar, ensuring you don’t miss 
out on at least a few days chilling by the sea if 
you wish to. Spend around four days on safari 
in the Ngorongoro Crater looking for lions, 
leopards and elephants, then hotfoot it over to 
the neighbouring Serengeti National Park for 
some of the best wildlife watching in the world.

28
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Go big or stay home
With direct flights to Perth, Australia is 
now an even more accessible honeymoon 
destination, even if you’re not lucky enough 
to be taking a post-wedding career break. 
And staying on the west coast doesn’t mean 
having to compromise. Where else could you 
enjoy a holiday that combines sweeping sandy 
coastlines with dramatic desert landscapes, 
waterfalls, gorges, rainforest and some of the 
most fascinating natural encounters you’ll 
find anywhere on the planet? Take a selfie 
with the cute quokkas on Rottnest Island, 
swim with whale sharks off Ningaloo Reef or 
meet the wild dolphins of Monkey Mia. Let 
Western Australia take your breath away.    

Cruising the Galapagos Islands
The ultimate wildlife destination has to be the 
Galapagos Islands, made famous by Charles 
Darwin’s ground-breaking Theory of Evolution 
by Natural Selection. There are few places 
on the planet where you can see so many 
uniquely-adapted species in such a small area. 
Fly in from Quito in Ecuador, join a cruise 
ship and spot Galapagos penguins, bottlenose 
dolphins, bright orange Sally Lightfoot crabs 
and marine iguanas to name just a few. To 
add a touch of honeymoon sparkle, choose a 
smaller, more intimate vessel or even a yacht 
for your cruise; splash out on the deluxe 
suite or book a cabin with its own deck for 
evenings under the stars. 
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Still like a little bit of  
beach in the mix?
As if the fabled temples of Angkor Wat didn’t 
make Cambodia enough of a draw, it’s also 
easy to add an-all luxury beach experience 
here and still stay off the beaten track. 
Head south to the private island of Song 
Saa. This luxury resort has been created 
with sustainability as a guiding influence, 
using local materials and craftsman, while 
ticking all the usual boxes – overwater villas 
with private pools, white sand beaches and 
turquoise waters. And why not seal your 
union with a monk’s blessing?

H O N E YM O O N



Stay somewhere unique
For an extra romantic break, consider staying 
somewhere unusual. I’m talking palaces, castles, 
mansions and safari tents! And don’t think you’ll be 
roughing it – some of these are simply stunning. For 
palaces, India is the place to go; try the Gajner Palace 
Hotel in Rajasthan. For a fairy-tale castle try a stay 
in Quebec City’s Fairmont Le Château Frontenac; 
although perhaps not technically a castle, it certainly 
feels like one. Alternatively, sip wine in the late evening 
sun in an antebellum mansion in Savannah, or stay in a 
luxury tented safari lodge – there are plenty to choose 
from across Africa and many offer honeymoon 
bonuses such as Champagne sundowners and private 
dinners under the stars, with only the sound of 
roaring lions for company.
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H O N E YM O O N

“ For an extra 
romantic break, 
consider staying 
somewhere 
unusual such as 
palaces, castles 
and mansions...”
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H O N E YM O O N

Spot Polar bears, Arctic Canada
What can be more romantic that surrounding 
yourself with pure white landscapes and 
spending your days searching for beluga 
whales, Polar bears and Arctic foxes? Well 
head to Churchill in northern Canada and you 
can do just that. Set sail on a wildlife-watching 
cruise on Hudson Bay and look for Polar 
bears on the tundra, then wrap up warm and 
spend those snowy nights hunting the aurora 
borealis. Where do I sign up?

Climb a mountain
It may not sound like the most relaxing thing 
to do on your honeymoon, but climbing 
a mountain gives you a great sense of 
achievement, not to mention fantastic views. 
Plus, you’ll wear off all the Champagne and 
wedding cake calories while you’re at it. And, 
what’s more, when you’re struggling with 
heavy legs or dwindling energy, having your 
partner by your side is excellent motivation 
to push on to the summit. Perhaps choose 
Mount Kinabalu in Borneo, or really push the 

boat out and summit Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
highest mountain. Then you could add a safari 
on the end too. Just saying.

Tour the temples of India’s 
Golden Triangle
After shortlisting all of the above options and 
far more besides, my husband and I ended 
up honeymooning in India. Torn between the 
fabled Golden Triangle and trekking in the 
Himalayas, we went for the less energetic 
(but no less spectacular) option and spent 
a couple of weeks touring the temples and 
palaces of Delhi, Agra and Jaipur, including 
the magnificent Taj Mahal, gorging ourselves 
on aromatic curries and staying in some 
wonderfully ornate palaces along the way. 
But in the end we just couldn’t resist a bit 
of mountain, and tacked a few days in the 
Himalayan foothills in Shimla on the end. 
 

For more, contact Flight Centre, quoting Time & 
Leisure – Wedding Supplement: 0808 239 5117
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The Hurlingham Club

K E Y  I N F O

CEREMONIES
Whether you wish to make your 
vows in the tranquillity of the 
intimate Terrace Room, with 
floor to ceiling glass windows 
and views over the grounds and 
River Thames beyond, or prefer 
a more grand ceremony in the 
magnificent glass-domed Palm 
Court, The Hurlingham Club can 
accommodate your requests.

Registered for civil ceremonies, 
you can make your special vows 
in striking surroundings, knowing 
that you won’t have to go far to 
continue the celebrations…

Exclusive use of the Hurlingham Suite  
for parties of 350 guests and over
•  Palm Court for your marriage ceremony
•  Direct access and use of terraces overlooking 

the grounds and the River Thames
•  Private events entrance and dining room with 

area for dancing

Exclusive use of the Palm Court & Broomhouse 
Suite for parties of 200 guests and over
•  Palm Court for ceremony and drinks reception
•  Broomhouse Suite for wedding breakfast
•  Direct access and use of the Broomhouse 

terrace overlooking the grounds and beautiful 
water feature

 
Exclusive use of the Quadrangle Suite  
for parties of 100 guests and over
•  Terrace Room for drinks reception
•  Quadrangle Room for wedding breakfast
•  Direct access and use of terrace overlooking  

the grounds and the River Thames  
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K E Y  I N F O

Staff
•  Experienced waiters, bartenders and support staff
•  Dedicated banqueting coordinator leading up to  

and on your day
• Fully staffed cloakroom and hosts
• Security on site

Food & Drinks
• Menu tasting for Bride & Groom
• Bespoke menus
•  Vegetarian & special dietary requirements catered for
 
Venue Styling
•  Uplighting, pin-spotting and tea lights
•  White table linen, napkins and chair covers
• Personalised menu cards
• Cake knife and stand 

Additional Information
• After Dinner Bar
•  A bar facility is available for your evening which can be  

run as either an account or cash bar

Evening Food
•  We can offer evening platters with anything from a  

simple bacon roll to a British cheese table for your  
guests to enjoy in the evening

Car Parking
•  The Hurlingham Club has limited car parking space onsite

WEDDING PACKAGES 
INCLUDE

THE HURLINGHAM CLUB WEDDINGS TEAM WOULD  
BE DELIGHTED TO ASSIST IN YOUR ENQUIRY. 
THE HURLINGHAM CLUB, RANELAGH GARDENS, SW6 3PR
020 7610 7526 | events@hurlinghamclub.org.uk | @hurlinghamvenue


